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This is a four-credit graduate course that consists of weekly seminars and lectures (4 hours). It aims to give a wide introduction to ‘the great globalization debate’, with a special focus on issues of development and inequality, the world system, governance, differing regional experiences and regionalism, global civil society, social movements and the more recent issue of empire and imperialism. The emphasis will be on understanding global structures and assumptions in their interaction with local histories and realities, in other words the local/global dialectic, and the differentiating and contingent outcomes that flow from it. Throughout, the implications for anthropology and sociology will be discussed. Seminars are prepared and organized by students; lectures will supplement the readings as well as introduce scientific context and history. 

Requirements:

Class participation is mandatory

Four response papers 



40%

Book review




40%

Oral exam




20%

On the book review: The great globalization debate of the first decade of this millennium was as much a public debate as a scientific one. Research journalists have played a big role in shaping and expressing public opinion. Their books provide a necessary backdrop to the science debate by providing stories and local insights that are particularly relevant for an approach as taken in this course, one that assumes that local histories and global/local interactions are part of not always predictable outcomes to a more general social process. Journalistic work is divided in the alterglobalist and globalist camps. Students are required to choose one of the following books, read it throughout the semester and write a review: 

1) Naomi Klein, The Shock Doctrine: The Rise of Disaster Capitalism (London, Allen Lane), 2007

2) Thomas Friedman, The World is Flat: A Brief History of the Twenty-First Century (New York; Farrar, Strauss and Giroux) 2005  

On the response papers: students will be given three questions related to each week’s readings. Throughout the semester students are expected to write four response papers, discussing one or two (combined) of these questions in max 1000 words. In each session, students will generate one or two further questions. These will be put on a list of issues that will be discussed during the individual oral exam at the end of the semester. 

Learning Outcomes:

1) Students will be able to participate in informed ways in the continuing ‘great globalization debate’, both as social analysts and as world citizens, and take articulate positions, while recognizing the logic behind other positions.

2) Students have learned to analyze local/global dynamics through time. This means that they have developed a critical attitude to idiographic anthropologies on the one hand and to universalizing social science on the other. 

3) They have also developed a sense for the particularizing properties of the different world regions within current human history.

Week 1, 24/9

Film “Darwin’s Nighmare”, Introduction, assignments for the semester, etc.

Week 2, 1/10

Debating the Washington Consensus

Joseph Stiglitz, Making Globalization Work, (London, Allen Lane), 2006, pp. 3-103

Week 3, 8/10

Globalization as current Capitalist Transformation  

Don Kalb, “Shifting Conjunctures: Politics and Knowlegde in the Great Globalization Debate”, Amsterdams Sociologisch Tijdschrift, 2004 (abbreviated and updated version in Anthropological Theory, vol. 5, 2005).

Paul Hirst; The Global Economy: Myths or Reality? In: Don Kalb, et. al. The Ends of Globalization, (Lanham, Rowman and Littlefield), 2000,  pp. 107-24

Giovanni Arrighi; Globalization, State Sovereignty, and the ‘Endless’ accumulation of Capital, in Kalb et. al. The Ends of Globalization (Lanham, Rowman and Littlefield), 2000, pp. 125-50

Week 4, 15/10  

Imperialism again?

David Harvey, “Accumulation by Dispossession” and “Consent to Coercion”, chapters 4 and 5 of The New Imperialism (Oxford, Oxford U.P., 2003), pp. 137-212

Week 5, 22/10

Geographies of the neoliberal state

David Harvey, A Brief History of Neoliberalism (Oxford U.P., 2005), pp. 64-119

Focaal debate on neoliberalism, with contributions by John Clarke, Neil Smith, Peter Little and Don Nonini, Focaal – European Journal of Anthropology, vol. 51, 2008, pp. 135-160

John Clarke, “Living with/in and with/out neo-liberalism”, pp. 135-47

Peter Little, “Reflections on neo-liberalism in Africa”, pp. 148-50

Don Nonini, “Thinking about neo-liberalism as if specificity mattered”, pp. 151-4

Neil Smith, “Neo-liberalism – dominant but dead”, pp. 155-57

John Clarke, “Reply: Power, politics and places – What’s not neo-liberal?”, pp. 158-60

Week 6, 29/10

Globalization, class polarization and cultural fragmentation

Jonathan Friedman, Globalization, Dis-integration, Re-organization: The Transformation of Violence, in Friedman (ed.), Globalization, the State, and Violence, (Walnut Creek, Altamira Press), 2003, pp. 1-34

Terence Turner, Class Projects, Social Consciousness, and the Contradictions of ‘Globalization’, in Friedman, Globalization, the State and Violence, (Walnut Creek, Altamira Press), 2003, pp. 35-66

Week 7, 5/11

The Netherworlds of Urban Informality

Mike Davis, Planet of Slums, (London, Verso), 2006, pp. 1-50; 151-207

Week 8, 12/11 

Local/global case studies: the Coke Complex

June Nash, “Consuming Interests: Water, Rum, and Coca Cola from Ritual Propitiation to Corporate Expropriation in Highland Chiapas”, Cultural Anthropology, vol. 22 (2007), no. 4, pp. 621-39

Ananthakrishnan Aiyer, “The Allure of the Transnational: Notes on some Aspects of the Political Economy of Water in India”, Cultural Anthropology, vol. 22 (2007), no. 4, pp. 640-58

Robert J. Foster, “The Work of the New Economy” Consumers, Brands, and Value Creation”, Cultural Anthropology, vol. 22 (2007), no. 4, pp. 707-31

Week 9, 19/11

The regional experience (with a special focus on Africa)

James Ferguson, Global Shadows: Africa in the Neoliberal World Order, (Durham and London; Duke University Press), 2006, chaps 1,2,4,8 (pp. 25-68; 89-112; 194-210)

Week 10, 26/11

Development and the perverse commodity chain

Raphael Kaplinsky, Globalization, Poverty and Inequality, (Cambridge, Polity Press), 2005, pp. 161-257

Richard Sandbrook et. al. “Can Social Democracies Survive in the Global South?” Dissent, spring 2006, pp. 76-83

Week 11, 3/12

Resistance and Counter-globalizations

Deadline for review of either Naomi Klein’s “The Shock Doctrine” (2007) or Thomas Friedman’s “The Lexus and the Olive Tree” (2005)

Peter Evans, “ Counter-hegemonic Globalization: Transnational Social Movements in the Contemporary Global Political Economy”, in Thomas Janoski et. al., Handbook of Political Sociology, (Cambridge, Cambridge U.P.), 2005

James Petras, Henry Veltmeyer, “ Bad Government, Good Governance: Civil Society versus Social Movements”, in: Social Movements and State Power. Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia, Ecuador , (London, Pluto Press) 2005, pp. 8-27

Marc Edelman, “When Networks don’t Work: The Rise and Fall and Rise of Civil Society Initiatives in Central America”, in June Nash (ed.), Social Movements: An Anthropological Reader (Oxford, Basil Blackwell), 2005, pp. 29-46

James Toth, “Local Islam Gone Global: The Roots of Religious Militancy in Egypt and Its Transnational Transformation”, in June Nash (ed.), Social Movements: An Anthropological Reader (Oxford, Basil Blackwell), 2005, pp. 117-145

Week 12, 10/12

Oral exam 

