
Prospectus Seminar

PhD Course, two credits, Winter 2009

Instructor
Zsolt Enyedi, Ph.D.
Associate Professor, Department of Political Science
Central European University
E-mail: enyedizs@ceu.hu

Office hours
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Course Description

The sole function of this seminar is to help students to prepare their PhD prospectus.

Therefore the course is not based on predefined readings and assignments but is

structured around the research interests of the probationary doctoral cohort. Students

present their draft prospectus twice in the class. They are expected to consider the advice

and criticism they receive after the first presentation and to improve the draft relying on

the feedback. The class discussions will identify methodological concerns that apply to a

significant number of participants. In these areas the instructor will recommend readings.

The subsequent discussions in the seminar will aim at drawing practical implications

from the often abstract and general methodological literature. In order to guarantee

maximum openness about one’s own weaknesses and a free and candid discussion of the

drafts performance is not graded. But in order to get a “pass” students must be present,

give two short presentations, and be active in the discussions.

The discussions will focus on the appropriate research designs: definition of the research

question, justification of the relevance of the research, on the elaboration of hypotheses,



identification of appropriate methods, the description of the state of the art, concept-

formation, operationalization and measurement.

Learning outcome

Ability to conceive, elaborate and defend a research plan

Ability to move between abstracts concepts and tangible empirical evidence

Awareness of the implications of applying different research methods for the same

research problem
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Course outline

Week 1.

General introduction, definition of the principal criteria, survey of interests of students

Week 2—9.
Presentation and discussion of the first drafts of prospectuses

Week 10-12
Presentation of second drafts, discussion of changes


