CEU, Department of Political Science

Comparative Europe: History, Institutions, and Culture

Winter 2008 semester

Lecturer: Zsolt Enyedi
Readings

Goals

European countries show signs of convergence in cultural, economic, institutional and political matters. The recent focus of political science on EU structures and policies is therefore more than justified. But this course is also aimed at showing the other sign of the coin: the divergence rather than the unity, the past rather than the future, and the conflicts rather than the consensus. The region is discussed as a mosaic of national structures and trajectories. 

Students are expected to become familiar during the course with the general theoretical frameworks of comparative government and with the most important concepts of political culture-research. They are encouraged to analyze the specific historical patterns of individual European political systems with the help of these conceptual tools. Special attention is devoted to the role of social movements, parties, parliaments and branches of government in dealing with the crises threatening the specific political systems. 

The primary aim of the course is to help students understand the social, institutional and cultural embeddedness of European political processes. The secondary goal is to let them engage in comparative analysis, with a strong awareness of the methodological opportunities and dangers involved in such an exercise. The course will discuss forms of government in relationship to social change, political cleavages, state-building, and European integration, linking historical perspectives to current political dilemmas. The readings cover the five large Western European states but with the help of presentations and the lecture the course will discuss a wide range of political systems within Europe.
The most content-specific learning outcome is the ability to analyze the political systems of European states from a historical and comparative perspective. The position papers are expected to show the ability to synthesize information, determine a focus point and discern the main line of argumentation. The essay-writing is expected to improve the ability to generate logical, plausible and persuasive arguments, to compare and contrast, and to derive theoretical conclusions from empirical observations. 
Format of the course

The course is organized into lectures and seminars. Typically the first meeting of the week is a lecture, while the second is a seminar. The mandatory literature must be read before the seminars. This format is, however, flexible, depending on the progress in the class and the difficulty of certain topics. 

Evaluation

Students are expected 1. to reflect on the respective readings during the seminars, 2. to write three two-pages long position papers, 3. to give a presentation during the course, 4. to submit the presentation in the form of an essay (appr. 4000 words), 5. and to write an in-class exam.  
The position papers should summarize the content of the readings for that particular week and comment them relying on previous readings and lectures. The student decides for which weeks she prepares a position paper, but the papers must be sent by e-mail to the lecturer not later than 12 o’clock the day prior to the seminar (i.e. the second meeting of that week).

The presentation/essay should contrast patterns of interest representation in three European countries. “Interest representation” must be understood in the widest possible sense. Any stage between preference-formation and policy-implementation can be chosen, but papers/presentations on parliaments, executives, party systems, corporatism, church-state relations, role of constitutional courts, power of local governments, electoral behavior, electoral systems or ethnic conflicts are especially welcome. The three countries chosen by the author must represent three different patterns, and the countries’ relative position within the European spectrum must be clearly defined. Only one of the countries can be chosen from among the five large West European countries that are covered by the reader. The topic of the presentation/essay must be decided during the third week. The essays will hopefully benefit from the discussions that follow the presentations. The essays must be handed in at the very end of the course.

Students are expected to be present at all lectures and seminars. During the seminars they are expected to reflect critically on the mandatory readings listed below. If one is unable to attend the class, (s)he should signal this via e-mail to the lecturer. Activity in the classroom can be complemented with questions, suggestions and comments sent to the lecturer 24 hours prior to the meetings.

The five listed elements: class activity, position papers, presentation, exam and essay, contribute with equal weight to the student’s overall grade.

Week 1. 
The distant past 
This week traces back the political systems of the present to the structures and processes that characterized the middle ages. The focus is on Western Europe.

Page, Edward C. 1995. Patterns and Diversity in European State Development. In: Jack Hayward and Edward C . Page (eds) Governing the New Europe. Oxford: Polity Press, 9-44.

Tilly, Charles 1992. Coercion, Capital and European States, Ad 990-1992. Cambridge: Blackwell Publishers, 38 – 66. 

Week 2. 
The immediate past 
As a continuation of the previous week we discuss those developments of the  twentieth century that are directly relevant for the patterns of present day politics. The focus is on Eastern Europe.
Luebbert, Gregory M. 1987. Social Foundation of Political Order in Interwar Europe, World Politics, vol. 39, no. 4, 439-478.
Berglund, Sten, Joakim Elkman and Frank Aarebrot 2004. The Challenge of History in Central and Eastern Europe. In: The Handbook of Political Change in Eastern Europe Edited by Sten Berglund, Joakim Elkman and Frank Aarebrot. Cheltenham: Edward Elgar, 13-56.
Week 3. 
The executive
This week discusses forms of governments, roles of prime ministers, and heads of states.

Blondel, Jean 1995. Comparative Government: An Introduction (2nd ed.) London: Prentice-Hall, 267-297.

Taras, Ray 1997. Separating Powers: Keeping Presidents in Check. In Ray Taras (ed.) Post-communist Presidents. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 15-37.

Week 4.
The legislative branch

During this week the class analyzes the forms of legislatures, the role of legislators and the system of parliamentarism. 

Blondel, Jean 1995. Comparative Government: An Introduction (2nd ed.) London: Prentice-Hall, 248-266.

Raunio, Tapio and Simon Hix 2000. Backbenchers Learn to Fight Back: European Integration and Parliamentary Government, West European Politics, vol. 23, no. 4. 142-168.
Week 5.
Electoral systems and party systems
Moving closer to mass political behavior this week focuses on parties and on the institutions that shape party politics most directly.

Blais, André and Louis Massicotte 1996. Electoral Systems. In Lawrence LeDuc, Richard Niemi and Pippa Norris (eds.) Comparing Democracies. Elections and Voting in a Global Perspective. London: Sage Publications, 49(81.

Sartori, Giovanni 1994. Comparative Constitutional Engineering. An Inquiry into Structures, Incentives and Outcomes. New York: New York University Press, 27–52.

Week 6.
Competition versus cooperation

This week focuses on two logics of conflict management: majoritarian vs. consensual.

Lane, Jan-Erik and Svante Ersson 2000. The New Institutional Politics: Performance and Outcomes. London: Routledge, 207-224.

Cohen, Frank S. 1997. Proportional versus Majoritarian Ethnic Conflict Management in Democracies. Comparative Political Studies, vol. 30, no. 5, 607–630.

Week 7. 
U.K.
Keating, Michael 1999. The politics of modern Europe: the State and political authority in the major democracies. 2nd ed. Cheltenham, UK and Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar, 73-155.

Week 8. 
France
Keating, Michael 1999. The politics of modern Europe: the State and political authority in the major democracies. 2nd ed. Cheltenham, UK and Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar, 157-224.

Week 9. 
Italy
Keating, Michael 1999. The politics of modern Europe: the State and political authority in the major democracies. 2nd ed. Cheltenham, UK and Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar, 225-300.

Week 10. 
Germany
Keating, Michael 1999. The politics of modern Europe: the State and political authority in the major democracies. 2nd ed. Cheltenham, UK and Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar, 301-365.

Week 11. 
Spain
Keating, Michael 1999. The politics of modern Europe: the State and political authority in the major democracies. 2nd ed. Cheltenham, UK and Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar, pp. 367-425.

Week 12. 
European Union and Democracy
The last week investigates normative questions about representation and democracy in relationship with the integration process
Follesdal, Andreas and Simon Hix, 2006. Why there is a Democratic Deficit in the European Union. A Response to Majone and Moravcsik, Journal of Common Market Studies, vol. 44, no. 3, 533-62.

Moravcsik, Andrew 2006 What Can We Learn from the Collapse of the European Constitutional Project? Politische Vierteljahresschrift, vol. 47, no. 2, 219-241
Week 1. 
The distant past. Focus on Western Europe.
Page, Edward C. 1995. Patterns and Diversity in European State Development. In: Jack Hayward and Edward C . Page (eds) Governing the New Europe. Oxford: Polity Press, 9-44.

Tilly, Charles 1992. Coercion, Capital and European States, Ad 990-1992. Cambridge: Blackwell Publishers, 38 – 66. 

Week 2. 
The immediate past. Focus on Eastern Europe.
Luebbert, Gregory M. 1987. Social Foundation of Political Order in Interwar Europe, World Politics, vol. 39, no. 4, 439-478.
Berglund, Sten, Joakim Elkman and Frank Aarebrot 2004. The Challenge of History in Central and Eastern Europe. In: The Handbook of Political Change in Eastern Europe Edited by Sten Berglund, Joakim Elkman and Frank Aarebrot. Cheltenham: Edward Elgar, 13-56.
Week 3. 
The executive: governments, prime ministers, presidents and presidentialism.

Blondel, Jean 1995. Comparative Government: An Introduction (2nd ed.) London: Prentice-Hall, 267-297.

Taras, Ray 1997. Separating Powers: Keeping Presidents in Check. In Ray Taras (ed.) Post-communist Presidents. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 15-37.

Week 4.
Legislatures, legislators and parliamentarism. 

Blondel, Jean 1995. Comparative Government: An Introduction (2nd ed.) London: Prentice-Hall, 248-266.

Raunio, Tapio and Simon Hix 2000. Backbenchers Learn to Fight Back: European Integration and Parliamentary Government, West European Politics, vol. 23, no. 4. 142-168.

Week 5.
Electoral systems and party systems 

Blais, André and Louis Massicotte 1996. Electoral Systems. In Lawrence LeDuc, Richard Niemi and Pippa Norris (eds.) Comparing Democracies. Elections and Voting in a Global Perspective. London: Sage Publications,  49(81.

Sartori, Giovanni 1994. Comparative Constitutional Engineering. An Inquiry into Structures, Incentives and Outcomes. New York: New York University Press, 27–52.

Week 6.
The two logics of conflict management. Competition versus cooperation.
Lane, Jan-Erik and Svante Ersson 2000. The New Institutional Politics: Performance and Outcomes. London: Routledge, 207-224.

Cohen, Frank S. 1997. Proportional versus Majoritarian Ethnic Conflict Management in Democracies. Comparative Political Studies, vol. 30, no. 5, 607–630.

Week 7. 
UK

Keating, Michael 1999. The politics of modern Europe: the State and political authority in the major democracies. 2nd ed. Cheltenham, UK and Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar, 73-155.

Week 8. 
France
Keating, Michael 1999. The politics of modern Europe: the State and political authority in the major democracies. 2nd ed. Cheltenham, UK and Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar, 157-224.

Week 9. 
Italy
Keating, Michael 1999. The politics of modern Europe: the State and political authority in the major democracies. 2nd ed. Cheltenham, UK and Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar, 225-300.

Week 10. 
Germany
Keating, Michael 1999. The politics of modern Europe: the State and political authority in the major democracies. 2nd ed. Cheltenham, UK and Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar, 301-365.

Week 11. 
Spain
Keating, Michael 1999. The politics of modern Europe: the State and political authority in the major democracies. 2nd ed. Cheltenham, UK and Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar, pp. 367-425.

Week 12. 
European Union and Democracy
Follesdal, Andreas and Simon Hix, 2006. Why there is a Democratic Deficit

in the European Union. A Response to Majone and Moravcsik, Journal of

Common Market Studies, vol. 44, no. 3, 533-62.

Moravcsik, Andrew 2006 What Can We Learn from the Collapse of the European Constitutional Project? Politische Vierteljahresschrift, vol. 47, no. 2, 219-241

Second week

2. Structure of Government II. Centralization, Representation, Executives, Leadership
Maybe Powells Majoritarian and consensual regimes
Samuelson Separation of Powers

Blondel, Jean 1995. Comparative Government: An Introduction (2nd ed.) London: Prentice-Hall, 229-305. 

Lijphart

Poguntke, Korosenyi 
Third week

Historical background to Europe I.: the beginnings  
Page, Edward C . 1995. Patterns and Diversity in European State Development. In: Jack Hayward and Edward C . Page (eds) Governing the New Europe. Oxford: Polity Press, 9-44.

Jenő Szűcs (1988), „Three Historical Regions of Europe” in John Keane (ed.), Civil Society and 

the State. New York - London: Verso, 1988. 291-332.
Madeley, John T. S. 2003. A Framework for the Comparative Analysis of Church-State Relations in Europe. In: Church and State in Contemporary Europe: The Chimera of Neutrality. Edited by John T. S. Madeley and Zsolt Enyedi, London: Frank Cass, 23-50.

Charles Tilly, ed. The Formation of National States in Western Europe. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1975.

Peter Flora (ed.): State Formation, Nation-Building and Mass Politics in Europe: The Theory of Stein Rokkan, New York: Oxford University Press, 1999. p. 30, 42-43, p.72, 78, 141-147, 160, 227-244.

Fourth week

4. Historical background to Europe II.: twentieth century, Eastern Europe 
Luebbert, Gregory M. 1987. Social Foundation of Political Order in Interwar Europe, World Politics, Vol. 39, No. 4. 439-478
Szucs, Jeno 1988.  3 historical regions of Europe.  In Keane (ed.) Civil society and the state 1988.

Berglund, Sten, Joakim Elkman and Frank Aarebrot 2004. The Challenge of History in Central and Eastern Europe. In: The Handbook of Political Change in Eastern Europe Edited by Sten Berglund, Joakim Elkman and Frank Aarebrot. Cheltenham: Edward Elgar, 13-56.
Check Jan Erk course

Fifth week

European patterns of conflict resolution. Consensualism. Scandinavia

Flemming Juul Christiansen Inter-party cooperation
Sixth week

European patterns of conflict resolution. Majoritarianism. UK, France,

Seventh week

European patterns of conflict resolution. Polarization. Hungary
Eighth week

Institutions in Eastern Europe.

Frye 97?

Ninth week

Democratization within Europe

Pridham

Berg Schlosser in Hutcheson
Tenth week

Democracy in European Union
Lord and Harris on democracy in EU 27 and on promotion of democracy 35, democratic qulity in New Europe 50

Mair Popular Democracy and the European Union Polity, European Governence Papers

Marquand, David, 1979. Parliament for Europe. London: Jonathan Cape, pp.

45-66.

· Bogdanor, Vernon, 1986. "The Future of the European Community: Two

Models of Democracy", Government and Opposition, 21(2), pp.161-176.

· Majone, Giandomenico, 1998. "Europe's 'Democratic Deficit': The Question of

Standards", European Law Journal, 4(1), pp. 5-28.
Zweifel, Thomas D., 2002. "...Who is without sin cast the first stone: the EU's

democratic deficit in comparison", Journal of European Public Policy, 9(5); pp.

812-840.

· Moravcsik, Andrew, 2002. "In Defence of the 'Democratic Deficit':

Reassessing Legitimacy in the European Union", Journal of Common Market

Studies, 40(4): pp. 603-24.

· MÈny, Yves, 2003. "De la dÈmocratie en Europe: Old Concepts and New

Challenges", Journal of Common Market Studies, 41(1): pp. 1-13.

· Schmidt, Vivien A., 2005. "Democracy in Europe: The Impact of European

Integration", Perspectives on Politics, 3(4): pp. 761-779.

· Majone, Giandomenico, 2006. "The common sense of European Integration",

Journal of European Public Policy 13(5) 607-626.

· Follesdal, Andreas and Simon_Hix, 2006. ìWhy there is a Democratic Deficit

in the European Union. A Response to Majone and Moravcsik", Journal of

Common Market Studies 44(3), pp. 533-62.
Schmidt, Vivien 2006. Democracy in Europe. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 219-267.
Eleventh week
The European political space
Marks, Hooghe, Nelson, Edwards Party Ideology and European Integration
Twelfth week

Marks and co.
M Gallagher et al, Representative Government in Europe, 4th ed; S Hix, The Political System of the European Union, 2nd edition, Palgrave; J Hayward & A Menon (Eds), Governing Europe; J-E Lane & S O Ersson, Politics and Society in Western Europe, 4th edn; A Lijphart, Patterns of Democracy.
EU and democracy

peter Mair

eg Warren in Cain. Dalton, etc.
Nick Sitter, “Cleavages, Party Strategy and Party System Change in Europe,

East and West,” Perspectives on European Politics and Society 3:3 (2002): 425-

451.

Colomer Josep, M. Political Institutions in Europe 2002: Britain and Ireland, Low Countries, Nordic countries, EU, Germany, France, Italy, Spain and Portugal, 

40 p. 
Lord and Harris, Democracy in the New Europe  Varieties of Democracy within the State, 40-60 some institutions

16-40, nation-building

hopkin comparative method in marsh and stoker249-268

burnham et al research methods in politics. comparative mthodology, 58-80

First

Structure of Government I. Parliaments, Electoral systems

Second 

2. Structure of Government II. Centralization, Representation, Executives, Leadership

Third week

Historical background to Europe I.: the beginnings  
Fourth week

4. Historical background to Europe II.: twentieth century, Eastern Europe 
Fifth week

European patterns of conflict resolution. Consensualism. Scandinavia

Sixth week

European patterns of conflict resolution. Majoritarianism. UK, France,

Seventh week

European patterns of conflict resolution. Polarization. Hungary

Eighth week

Institutions in Eastern Europe.

Ninth week

Democratization within Europe Pridham

Tenth week

Democracy in Europe

Eleventh week

The European political space

Comparing

Historical background to Europe I.: the beginnings  
Tilly, Charles 1992. Coercion, Capital and European States Ad 990-1992, 38 – 65, 161-190. 

Page, Edward C . 1995. Patterns and Diversity in European State Development. In: Jack Hayward and Edward C . Page (eds) Governing the New Europe. Oxford: Polity Press, 9-44.

Madeley, John T. S. 2003. A Framework for the Comparative Analysis of Church-State Relations in Europe. In: Church and State in Contemporary Europe: The Chimera of Neutrality. Edited by John T. S. Madeley and Zsolt Enyedi, London: Frank Cass, 23-50.

Historical background to Europe II.: immediate past 

Luebbert, Gregory M. 1987. Social Foundation of Political Order in Interwar Europe, World Politics, Vol. 39, No. 4. 439-478

Berglund, Sten, Joakim Elkman and Frank Aarebrot 2004. The Challenge of History in Central and Eastern Europe. In: The Handbook of Political Change in Eastern Europe Edited by Sten Berglund, Joakim Elkman and Frank Aarebrot. Cheltenham: Edward Elgar, 13-56.

Heisler, Martin O. 1974. “Patterns of European Politics: The “European Polity” Model” in Politics in Europe ed. by Martin O. Heisler. New York: David McKay, pp. 27-90.

Szucs, Jeno 1988.  3 historical regions of Europe.  In Keane (ed.) Civil society and the state 1988.

Structure of Government I. Parliaments, Electoral systems

Blondel, Jean 1995. Comparative Government: An Introduction (2nd ed.) London: Prentice-Hall, 248-266.

Blais, André and Louis Massicotte 1996. Electoral Systems. In Lawrence LeDuc, Richard Niemi and Pippa Norris (eds.) Comparing Democracies. Elections and Voting in a Global Perspective. London: Sage Publications. pp. 49(81.

Structure of Government II. Governments Centralization, Representation, Executives, Leadership

Blondel, Jean 1995. Comparative Government: An Introduction (2nd ed.) London: Prentice-Hall, 267-297.

Linz, Juan J. 1997. Introduction: Some Thoughts on Presidentialism in Postcommunist Europe. In Ray Taras (ed.) Postcommunist Presidents. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 6-14.

Institutions in Eastern Europe

Democracy in Europe

The European political space

Berglund et al Estonia
AXTMANN, Roland (2004), “The State of the State: The Model of the Modern State and Its Contemporary Transformation”, International Political Science Review, vol. 25, n. 3, pp. 259-79. 

SIAROFF, Alan (2003), “Varieties of Parliamentarianism in Advanced Industrial Democracies”, International Political Science Review, vol. 24, n. 4, pp. 445-64.

European patterns of conflict resolution. Consensualism. Scandinavia

European patterns of conflict resolution. Majoritarianism. UK, France,

European patterns of conflict resolution. Polarization. Hungary

Session 3 : Western vs. Eastern Europe: A Historic Overview Lipset and Rokkan (1967)

Session 5: Post-war Political Systems in Europe Lijphart (1989) Axtman (2004)

Session 6-7: Presidential and Parliamentary Systems

Required readings: Siaroff (2003) Gallagher, Laver, Mair (1995) pp. 17-77

Session 8: Parties and Party Systems in Modern Western Democracies (general overview)

Sessions 9-11: Party Organisation and Party Activism
Session 12: Patterns of party organisation in Central and Eastern Europe

Session 13-15: Concepts for Analysing Party Systems
Session 16-17: Policy positions, issue emphases, and programmatic profiles of political parties. Mapping trends over time

Session 18: The European political system 

Session 19-23: New, alternative, and complementary patterns of political representation

Comparative European Politics

Lecturer: Zsolt Enyedi 

Teaching assistant: Róbert Sata
MA course, Fall 2004.

Department of Political Science, CEU

Classes: Tuesday 11:00-12:40 and Thursday 11:00-12:40

Office hours: Tuesday
13:30 - 15:30, Wednesday 10:30 -12:30 (Faculty Tower #805)

Róbert Sata: Thurdsay 17:00-18:40  (Faculty Tower #809)

E-mail: enyedizs@ceu.hu and satar@ceu.hu
Purpose

This course explores institutionalist and structuralist explanations, behavioralist and rational models, empirical and deductive methods in their application to the analysis of the politics or European countries. It introduces the students to the history, political institutions and political culture of Europe, with a special emphasis on governmental structures, on the logics of conflict management and on the process of democratization. Students are encouraged to engage in independent comparative analysis, with a strong awareness of the methodological opportunities and dangers involved in such an exercise.

After a somewhat abstract methodological introduction the course-material demonstrates through concrete research enterprises how political scientists build theories, prove their hypotheses, design concepts or ascertain causal mechanisms. The readings present general theoretical frameworks of comparative government and important concepts of political culture-research. With the help of these conceptual tools students are encouraged to analyze the specific institutional and cultural patterns of individual European political systems. 

Formal criteria

This is a four-credit core course. It is mandatory for all those M. A. students who did not complete or did not pass the exemption test in September and who do not take the Comparative Political Research course in Winter. 

Evaluation

The performance in regular class activities yields 40% of the final grade. 60% is allocated to tasks related to the final paper. 

Within this framework 20% is assigned to the seminar discussions. Students are expected to be present at all lectures and seminars. During the seminars they are expected to reflect critically on the mandatory readings listed below. If one is unable to attend the class, he/she should signal this via e-mail to the lecturer. Activity in the classroom can be complemented with questions, suggestions and comments sent to the lecturer 24 hours prior to the meetings.

Another 20% of the final grade is assigned to two two-pages long position papers. The papers must reflect on the mandatory reading of the week, summarizing its main points and interpreting it in the light of the previous readings and lectures. The student decides for which weeks she prepares a position paper. The position papers must arrive 24 hours before the seminar (i.e. the second meeting of the week) to the e-mailbox of the instructors.

The final essay is worth 40% of the final grade. This essay will be a ten pages long research proposal on a topic of comparative politics, contrasting the experience of three European countries. The first draft of this paper must be presented and defended in the classroom. The improved version of the essays must be handed in to the instructors by 22 December. The topic of the essay will be decided during the third week. Suggested topics are: parliaments, governments, party systems, corporatism, church-state relations, role of constitutional courts, power of local governments, electoral behavior, electoral systems and ethnic conflicts. 

The paper must identify a research question, justify it in terms or relevance, describe the data needed for answering the question, present a hypothetical explanation in terms of variables, define and operationalize major concepts, assess the validity and reliability of the measures, discuss the causal mechanism involved and address the possible alternative explanations. Students are expected to e-mail the first draft of the proposal before 12 November to the instructors. The instructors will send the drafts, on a random basis, to another student, who will be expected to write a two-pages long criticism (worth another 20%) of the research proposal. During the ninth, tenth and eleventh week the original proposals and their criticisms will be discussed in the classroom. 

The readings, listed below, are divided between mandatory and recommended ones. The course reader includes all mandatory readings. Consulting some of the following general books or articles would certainly prove useful throughout the course.

Almond, Gabriel A., Russell J. Dalton and G. Bingham Powell Jr. (eds.) 2001. European Politics Today. New York: Longman.

Chilcote, Ronald H. 1994. Theories of Comparative Politics: The Search for a Paradigm Reconsidered. Boulder: Westview Press

Collier, David 1991. The Comparative Method: Two Decades of Change. In Dankwart A. Rustow and Kenneth Paul Erickson (eds.) Comparative Political Dynamics: Global Research Perspectives. New York: Harper Collins. pp. 7–31.
Daalder, Hans 1997. Comparative European Politics: The Story of a Profession. London: Pinter.

Elster, Jon 1989. Nuts and Bolts for the Social Sciences. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
King, Gary, Robert O. Keohane and Sidney Verba 1994. Designing Social Inquiry: Scientific Inference in Qualitative Research. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.

Landman, Todd 2000. Issues and Methods in Comparative Politics: An Introduction. New York: Routledge.

Lichbach, Mark Irving and Alan S. Zuckerman (eds.) 1997. Comparative Politics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Mahler, Gregory S. 2000. Comparative Politics: An Institutional and Cross-National Approach. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Pennings, Paul, Hans Keeman and Jan Kleinnijenhuis 1999. Doing Research in Political Science. London: Sage.

Peters, B. Guy 1998. Comparative Politics: Theory and Methods. London: Macmillan.

Ragin, Charles C. 1987. The Comparative Method: Moving Beyond Qualitative and Quantitative Strategies. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press.

Shively, W. Phillips 2001. The Craft of Political Research. 5th ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Van Evera, Stephen 1997. Guide to Methods for Students of Political Science. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press.

Wiarda, Howard 2000. Introduction to Comparative Politics: Concepts and Processes.
Reynolds , Andrew 2002. The Architecture Of Democracy: Constitutional Design, Conflict Management, And Democracy. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Colomer, Josep M. 2001. Political Institutions: Democracy And Social Choice. New York: Oxford University Press.

Gallagher, Michael, Michael Laver and Peter Mair 2000. Representative Government in Modern Europe. New York: McGraw-Hill. 

Almond, Gabriel A. 1992. A Functional Approach to Comparative Politics. In Bernard Susser (ed.) Approaches to the Study of Politics. New York: Macmillan. pp. 209–270.

Almond, Gabriel A. and G. Bingham Powell Jr. 1966. Comparative Politics: System, Process and Policy. Boston: Little, Brown and Company. pp. 3–24, 52–76.

Easton, David 1965. A Framework for Political Analysis, Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall Inc.

―
1971. The Political System. An Inquiry into the State of Political Science, New York: Alfred A. Knopf.

―
1996. The Analysis of Political Systems. In Steven L. Brown and Roy C Macridis.: Comparative Politics. Notes and Readings. 8th ed. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Publishing Company. pp. 47–56.

Week 3.
The historical-geographical roots of Europe. Developmental sequence and regional differentiation.
Mandatory readings:
Page, Edward C. 1995. Patterns and Diversity in European State Development. In: Jack Hayward and Edward C . Page (eds) Governing the New Europe. Oxford: Polity Press, pp. 9-44.

Rokkan, Stein (Peter Flora) 1999. State Formation, Nation-Building and Mass Politics in Europe: The Theory of Stein Rokkan. New York: Oxford University Press, p.72, 141-147, 160, 228-244.

Related literature:

Anderson, Perry 1974. Lineages of the Absolutist State. New York: Humanities Press.
Apter, David, 1965. The Politics of Modernization. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press.

Bendix, Reinhard 1996. Nation-Building and Citizenship: Studies of Our Changing Social Order. New Brunswick, NJ : Transaction Publishers.

Brubaker, Rogers 1992. Citizenship and Nationhood in France and Germany. Cambridge: Harvard University Press

Goldstone, Jack 1991. Revolution and Rebellion in the Early Modern World. Berkeley: University of California Press

Janos, Andrew C. 2000. East Central Europe in the Modern World: The Politics of the Borderlands from Pre- to Postcommunism. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press

Rokkan, Stein and Urwin, Derek W. 1983. Economy, Territory, Identity: Politics Of West European Peripheries. London: Sage Publications.

Tilly, Charles 1984. Big Structures, Large Processes, Huge Comparisons. New York: Russell Sage

Week 4.
The executive: governments, prime ministers, presidents and presidentialism.

Mandatory readings:
Blondel, Jean 1995. Comparative Government: An Introduction (2nd ed.) London: Prentice-Hall, 267-297.

Linz, Juan J. 1997. Introduction: Some Thoughts on Presidentialism in Postcommunist Europe. In Ray Taras (ed.) Postcommunist Presidents. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 6-14.

Taras, Ray 1997. Separating Powers: Keeping Presidents in Check. In Ray Taras (ed.) Postcommunist Presidents. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 15-37.

Related literature:

Baylis, Thomas A. 1996. Presidents Versus Prime Ministers. Shaping Executive Authority in Eastern Europe. World Politics, vol. 48, no. 3, pp. 297–323.

DiMaggio, Paul J. and Walter Powell 1991. The New Institutionalism in Organizational Analysis. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Elgie, Robert 1997. Models of Executive Politics: A Framework for the Study of Executive Power Relations in Parliamentary and Semi-Presidential Regimes, Political Studies Vol. 45 (2), pp. 217-231.

Frye, Timothy 1997. A Politics of Institutional Choice: Post-Communist Presidencies. Comparative Political Studies 30: 523-52.

Holmes, Stephen 1993. Superpresidentialism and its Problems. East European Constitutional Review 2-3, pp. 123-6.

Laver, Michael and Kenneth A. Shepsle 1996. Making and Breaking Governments: Cabinets and Legislatures in Parliamentary Democracies. Cambridge–New York: Cambridge University Press.

Laver, Michael and Norman Schofield 1998. 2nd. ed. Multiparty government: The politics of coalition in Europe. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press.

Lijphart, Arend (ed.) 1992. Parliamentary Versus Presidential Government. Oxford: Oxford University Press (Excerpts from articles by Juan J. Linz, Donald L. Horowitz and Seymour M. Lipset) pp. 118–27., 203–211.

Linz, Juan J., and Arturo Valenzuela eds. 1994. The Failure of Presidential Democracy, Vol. 1: Comparative Perspectives. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press.

March, James G. and Johan P. Olsen 1984. The New Institutionalism: Organizational Factors in Political Life. American Political Science Review, vol. 78, pp. 734–749.

March, James G. and Johan P. Olsen 1989. Rediscovering Institutions: The Organizational Basis of Politics. New York: The Free Press. pp. 1–21., 117–172.

Peters, B. Guy 1999. Institutional Theory in Political Science: The New Institutionalism. London: Pinter. pp. 1–24.

Riggs, Fred W. 1994. Conceptual Homogenization of a Heterogeneous Field: Presidentialism in Comparative Perspective. In: Comparing Nations: Concepts, Strategies, Substance, ed. by Mattei Dogan and Ali Kazancigil. Oxford: Blackwell, pp. 72-152.

Sartori, Giovanni 1994. Comparative Constitutional Engineering. An Inquiry into Structures, Incentives and Outcomes. New York: New York University Press..

Shugart, Matthew S. and John M. Carey 1992. Presidents and Assemblies: Constitutional Design and Electoral Dynamics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press

Shugart, Matthew Soberg, and Scott Mainwaring 1997. Presidentialism and Democracy in Latin America: Rethinking the Terms of the Debate. In Presidentalism and Democracy in Latin America, eds. Matthew Soberg Shugart and Scott Mainwaring. New York: Cambridge University Press, pp. 12-54.

Stepan, Alfred and Cindy Skach 1993. Constitutional Frameworks and Democratic Consolidation: Parliamentarism versus Presidentialism. World Politics, vol. 46, pp. 1–22.

Week 5.
Legislatures, legislators and parliamentarism. 

Mandatory readings:
Blondel, Jean 1995. Comparative Government: An Introduction (2nd ed.) London: Prentice-Hall, 248-266.

Raunio, Tapio and Simon Hix 2000. Backbenchers Learn to Fight Back: European Integration and Parliamentary Government, West European Politics, 23(4), pp. 142-168.

Related literature:
Gallagher, Michael and Michael Marsh 1988. Candidate Selection in Comparative Perspective: The Secret Garden of Politics. London: Sage Publications.

Laver, Michael and Ian Budge 1992. Party policy and government coalitions. New York, N.Y.: St. Martins Press.

Norton, Philip (ed.) 2002. Parliaments And Citizens In Western Europe. London: Frank Cass.

―
1998. Parliaments And Governments In Western Europe. London: Frank Cass.

Olson, David M. and Philip Norton (eds.) 1996. The New Parliaments Of Central And Eastern Europe. London: Frank Cass.

Ostrow, Joel M. 1998. Procedural Breakdown and Deadlock in the Russian State Duma: The Problems of an Unlinked Dual-channel Institutional Design. Europe-Asia Studies 50: 793-816.

Strom, Kaare 2000. Delegation and Accountability in Parliamentary Democracies. European Journal of Political Research 37, pp. 261-89.

Week 6.
Electoral systems and party systems 

Mandatory readings:
Blais, André and Louis Massicotte 1996. Electoral Systems. In Lawrence LeDuc, Richard Niemi and Pippa Norris (eds.) Comparing Democracies. Elections and Voting in a Global Perspective. London: Sage Publications. pp. 49(81.

Sartori, Giovanni 1994. Comparative Constitutional Engineering. An Inquiry into Structures, Incentives and Outcomes. New York: New York University Press, pp. 27–52.

Related literature:

Duverger, Maurice 1984. Which is the Best Electoral System? In Arend Lijphart and Bernard Grofman (eds.): Choosing an Electoral System. Issues and Alternatives. New York: Praeger. pp. 31(40.

Lakeman Enid 1984. The Case of Proportional Representation. In Arend Lijphart and Bernard Grofman (eds.) Choosing an Electoral System. Issues and Alternatives. New York: Praeger, pp. 41(52.

Lijphart, Arend 1984 Trying to Have Best of Both Worlds: Semi(Proportional and Mixed Systems. In Arend Lijphart and Bernard Grofman (eds.): Choosing an Electoral System. Issues and Alternatives. New York: Praeger. pp. 207(215.

―
1994. Electoral Systems and Party Systems. A Study of Twenty(Seven Democracies. 1945(1990. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Arend Lijphart and Bernard Grofman (eds.) 1984. Choosing an Electoral System. Issues and Alternatives. New York: Praeger.

Powell, G. Bingham Jr. 1989 Constitutional Design and Citizen Electoral Control. Journal of Theoretical Politics, vol. 1, no. 2, pp. 107(130.

Taagepera, Rein 1998. How Electoral Systems Matter for Democratization? Democratization, vol. 5, no. 3, pp. 68(91.
Taagepera, Rein and Matthew Soberg Shugart 1989. Seats and Votes. The Effects and Determinants of Electoral Systems. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press. 

Week 7.
The two logics of conflict management. Competition versus cooperation.
Mandatory readings:
Lane, Jan-Erik and Svante Ersson 2000. The New Institutional Politics: Performance and Outcomes. London: Routledge, 207-224.

Cohen, Frank S. 1997. Proportional versus Majoritarian Ethnic Conflict Management in Democracies. Comparative Political Studies, vol. 30, no. 5, pp. 607–630.

Related literature:

Anderson, Christopher J. and Christine A. Guillory 1997. Political Institutions and Satisfaction with Democracy: A Cross-National Analysis of Consensus and Majoritarian Systems. American Political Science Review, vol. 91, no. 1, pp. 66–81.

Bogaards, Matthijs 1998. The Favourable Factors for Consociational Democracy: A Review. European Journal of Political Research, vol. 33, pp. 475–496. 

Horowitz, Donald L. 2000. Constitutional Design: An Oxymoron? in Designing Democratic Institutions. Nomos XLII, ed. by Ian Shapiro and Stephen Macedo. New York: New York University Press. pp. 253-84.

Deschouwer, Kris 1999. From Consociation to Federation: How the Belgian Parties Won. In K. R. Luther and Kris Deschouwer (eds.) Party Elites in Divided Societies: Political Parties in Consociational Democracy. London: Routledge. pp. 74-107.

Lehmbruch, Gerhard 1975. Consociational Democracy in the International System. European Journal of Political Research, vol. 3, pp. 377–391.

Lijphart, Arend 1977. Democracy in Plural Societies: A Comparative Exploration. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press.

―
1989. From the Politics of Accommodation to Adversarial Politics in the Netherlands: A Re-Assessment. West European Politics, vol. 12, no. 1, pp. 139–153.

Lorwin, Val R. 1971. Segmented Pluralism: Ideological Cleavages and Political Cohesion in the Smaller European Democracies. Comparative Politics, vol. 3, pp. 141–176.

McRae, Kenneth D. 1997. Contrasting Styles of Democratic Decision-making: Adversarial versus Consensual Politics. International Political Science Review, vol. 18, pp. 279–295.

Power, Timothy J. and Mark J. Gasiorowski 1997. Institutional Design and Democratic Consolidation in the Third World. Comparative Political Studies, vol. 30, pp. 123-155.

Scholten, Ilja 1987. Introduction: Corporatist and Consociational Arrangements. In Ilja Scholten (ed.) Political Stability and Neo-Corporatism: Corporatist Integration and Social Cleavages in Western Europe. London: Sage.

Stepan, Alfred 1999. Federalism and Democracy: Beyond the US Model. Journal of Democracy, vol. 10, no. 4, pp. 19–34. 

Week 8.
Socio-cultural basis of European politics 
Mandatory readings:
Niedermayer, Oskar and Bettina Westle 1995. A Typology of Orientations. In: Oskar Niedermayer and Richard Sinnott (eds.) Public Opinion and Internationalized Governance. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 33-50.

Kriesi, Hanspeter 1998. The Transformation of Cleavage Politics, European Journal of Political Research, Vol 33 (2), pp. 165-85

Duchesne, Sophie and Andre-Paul Frognier 1995. Is there a European Identity? In: Oskar Niedermayer and Richard Sinnott (eds.) Public Opinion and Internationalized Governance. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 193-225.

Related literature:

Bartolini, Stefano and Peter Mair 1990.  Identity, Competition, and Electoral Availability: The Stabilisation of European Electorates, 1885-1985.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Franklin, Mark N.  1992.  The Decline of Cleavage Politics.  In Electoral Change: Responses to Evolving Social and Attitudinal Structures in Western Countries, Ed. by Mark Franklin, Thomas T. Mackie, Henry Valen, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 383-405.

Gabriel, W. Oscar 1995. Political efficacy and trust. In Van Deth and Scarbrough eds. The Impact of Values. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 357-389.

Inglehart, Ronald 1977. The Silent Revolution: Changing Values and Political Styles among Western Publics. Princeton: Princeton University Press

Inglehart, Ronald and Wayne Baker 2000. Modernization, Cultural Change, and the Persistence of Traditional Values. American Sociological Review, vol. 65, 19-51.

Kitschelt, Herbert, 1994. The Transformation of European Social Democracy. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press
Middendorp, Cees P. 1978. Progressiveness and Conservatism: The Fundamental Dimensions of Ideological Controversy and Their Relationship to Social Class. Hague: Mouton Publishers

Putnam, Robert 1993. Making Democracy Work: Civic Traditions in Modern Italy. Princeton: Princeton University Press

Week 9.
Democratic Transition as a Path-dependent Transformation: Antecedent Regimes, Pathways of Change and Outcomes.

Mandatory readings:

Kitschelt, Herbert 2002. Constraints and Opportunities in the Strategic Conduct of Post-Communist Successor Parties: Regime Legacies as Casual Argument. In András Bozóki and John Ishiyama (eds.) The Communist Successor Parties of Central and Eastern Europe. New York: Sharpe. pp. 14-40.

Linz, Juan J. and Alfred Stepan 1996. Problems of Democratic Transition and Consolidation: Southern Europe, South America and Post-communist Europe. Baltimore, MD: The Johns Hopkins University Press. pp. 55(83.

Related literature:

Diamond, Larry 1997. Developing Democracy Toward Consolidation. Johns Hopkins University Press, 1997.

Huntington, Samuel P 1993. The Clash of Civilizations Foreign Affairs, vol. 72, no. 3, pp. 22–49.

Kitschelt, Herbert 1992. Political Regime Change: Structure and Process-driven Explanations? American Political Science Review, vol. 86, pp. 1028–1034.

Schedler, Andreas 1998. What is Democratic Consolidation? Journal of Democracy, vol. 9, pp. 91–107.

ODonnell, Guillermo and Philippe C. Schmitter 1986. Transitions from Authoritarian Rule: Southern Europe. Baltimore, MD: The John Hopkins University Press.

―
1986. Transitions from Authoritarian Rule. Tentative Conclusions About Uncertain Democracies. Baltimore, MD: The Johns Hopkins University Press.

Weeks 10–12: Discussion of research proposals

Western European Politics
The course has two distinct aims. The first one is to make the students familiar with ten Western European political systems. The second is to let them engage in comparative analysis, with a strong awareness of the methodological opportunities and dangers involved in such an exercise. The students will be confronted with three different layers of knowledge. The first and most basic one is the information on the political structures of the respective countries. The reader serves primarily this layer, containing overviews of the governmental structure and the party system of five “larger” countries. The second is the cluster of theoretical concepts that are necessary for studying Western European democracies. The lectures provide these theoretical tools, as well as detailed information on the region’s historical-cultural background. The third layer consists of specific problems of the functioning of democracy in Western Europe. The presentations of the students are supposed to provide an insight into these particular issues.

The study of the national political systems will be a complex one, embracing the institutional structure, the political culture, the relevant historical events and the sociological landscape of the respective countries. The readings cover five countries (the Netherlands, Belgium, United Kingdom, France and Germany), while five other countries/regions (Austria, Ireland, Switzerland, Scandinavia, Italy) are presented during the lectures, providing the class with a series of possibilities of binary comparisons. The students are expected to write a 15 - 20 pages long essay. The essays are supposed to contain a comparative analysis of two or, preferably, more Western European political systems in terms of 1. the adopted leadership models, 2. the specific institutional responses to the challenges posed by the environment (eg. social tensions) or 3. the developments in the political culture. The first draft of the essay is presented in the class in form of a presentation. The essay is counted as 40%, the oral presentation and the class activity as 30% each of the students' performance.

First topic

Conceptual and methodological issues in comparative politics. The ideal-typical Europe.

Required readings:

Lijphart, Arend, 1974. “The Comparative Method and Methodological Developments” in Comparative Political Systems, ed. by Louis Cantori, Boston: Holbrook Press, pp. 58 – 79. (reprinted from American Political Science Review, vol. LXV (September 1971), pp. 682-693.

Lijphart, Arend, 1988.”The Comparable-Cases Strategy in Comparative Research” in Comparative Politics in the Post-Behavioral Era, ed. by Louis Cantor and Andrew Ziegler, Jr, Boulder: Lynne Rienner Publishers, pp.  54 – 71. (reprinted from Comparative Political Studies, vol. 8. No. 2.(July 1975), pp. 158-177. 

Heisler, Martin O. 1974. “Patterns of European Politics: The “European Polity” Model” in Politics in Europe ed. by Martin O. Heisler. New York: David McKay, pp. 27-90.

Second topic

The Netherlands vs. Austria. Consotiationalism and democracy.

Required reading:

Rudy Andeweg  B. and Irwin, Galen A. 1993. Dutch Government and Politics. London: Macmillan, pp. 23-85, 108-141.

Third topic 

Belgium vs. Ireland. National identity in mass-politics.

Required reading:

Fitzmaurice, John. 1993. The Politics of Belgium: A Unique Federalism. London: Hurst and Co., pp. 83-104, 121-144, 170-221.

Fourth topic

United Kingdom vs. Switzerland. Direct democracy and party government.

Required reading:

Kavanagh, Dennis. 1990. "Politics of Great Britain" in Modern Political Systems: Europe. ed. by C.R. Macridis, Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, pp. 11-64

Peele, Gillian. 1993. “The Constitution”. in Developments in British Politics ed. by Peter Dunleavy, Andrew Gamble, Ian Holliday and Gillian Peele. London: Macmillan, pp. 19-39

Fifth topic

France vs. Scandinavia. Division and unity in political camps.

Required reading:

Safran, William. 1993. "France" in Politics in Western Europe. ed. by M. Donald Hancock. London: Chatham, N. J.: Chatham House, pp. 129-157.

Elgie, Robert, 1995. Political leadership in liberal democracies. London: Macmillan, pp. 51-77.

Sixth topic

Germany vs. Italy. Regime stability and political culture.

Required reading:

Dalton, Russel J.1993.  Politics in Germany. New York: Harper Collins. pp. 44-79, 278-326

Jenő Szűcs (1988), „Three Historical Regions of Europe” in John Keane (ed.): Civil Society and 

the State. New York - London: Verso, 1988. 291-332.

Comparative European Politics

