Political Parties and Party Systems
M.A. course, Fall 2007

Department of Political Science

Lecturer: Zsolt Enyedi

enyedizs@ceu.hu

Purpose
Political parties are the principal actors of the representative process of modern mass democracies. Most dilemmas that challenge contemporary societies are reflected in their internal life and in their competitive behavior. The course presents socio-cultural, rational choice and institutionalist explanations for the birth and behavior of political parties. It analyzes the intra-organizational dynamics of parties, their patterns of competition and cooperation, the logic of coalition building and the way how parties change under the pressure of European integration. There will be a special emphasis throughout the course on the institutionalization of parties and party systems. The empirical material of this otherwise theory-focused course comes form Northern and Southern America, Eastern and Western Europe.
Formal criteria

This is a four-credit M.A. course. No prior knowledge on the topic is required. 

Evaluation

20% of the grade is allocated to an in-door exam. The rest of the final grade is based on the following modules: class activity (20%), two three-pages long position papers (20%), one oral presentation (10%) and a ten-fifteen pages long final essay (20%), based on the oral presentation. 

Students are expected to be present at all lectures and seminars. During the seminars they are expected to reflect critically on the mandatory readings listed below. If one is unable 

to attend the class, she should signal this via e-mail to the lecturer. Activity in the classroom is to be complemented with questions, suggestions and comments related to the weeks mandatory reading and sent via e-mail to the lecturer 24 hours prior to the seminar (i.e. the second meeting of the week).

The position papers are expected to reflect on the mandatory reading of the week, summarizing its main points and interpreting it in the light of the previous readings and lectures. The student decides for which weeks she prepares a position paper. The position papers must also arrive 24 hours before the seminar to the e-mailbox of the instructor.

The final essay may target any subtopic within the field of party politics. The draft of the paper is to be presented in the class, and the paper must be submitted to the instructor within one week after the ending of the course. 

The in-door exam will consist of two essay questions. These questions will be related to issues raised by the mandatory readings, and they will ask the students to draw a plausible interpretation of a party related phenomenon, and subsequently criticize this interpretation with theoretical and empirical arguments. 

First week
The rationale of political parties

Strom, Kaare and Svaasand, Lars, 1996. Political Parties in Norway: Facing the Challenges of a New Society. In: Challenges to Political Parties: The Case of Norway, ed. by Strom and Svaasand. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1-10.

Aldrich, John, 1995. Why Parties? The Origin and Transformation of Political Parties in America. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 28-61.

Second week
Party organization

Janda, Kenneth and Desmond S. King. 1985. Formalizing and Testing Duverger’s Theories on Political Parties. Comparative Political Studies, 18, 2, 139–169.

Norris, Pippa, 1995. May’s Law of Curvilinear Disparity Revisited. Leaders, Officers, Members and Voters in British Political Parties. Party Politics, 1, 1, 29-47.
Gibson, Rachel and Harmel Robert 1998. Party Families and Democratic Performance: Extraparliamentary vs. Parliamentary Group Power. Political Studies, 46, 3, 633-650
Third week

Institutionalization of party organization 

Panebianco, Angelo 1988. Political Parties: Organization and Power. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 3-20, 49-68. 

Levitsky, Steven 1998. Institutionalization and Peronism: The Concept, the Case and the Case for Unpacking the Concept, Party Politics 4, 77-92.

Fourth week

Party competition

Robertson, David, 1976. A Theory of Party Competition. London: John Wiley and Sons, 23-72.

Strom, Kaare, 1990. A Behavioral Theory of Competitive Political Parties. American Journal of Political Science, 34, 565-598.

Fifth week
Systems of parties

Mair, Peter, 1997. Party System and Structures of Competition. In: Party System Change. Approaches and Interpretations, Oxford: Clarendon Press, 199-223.

Hazan, Reuven Y. 2000. Centre Parties: Polarization and Competition in European Parliamentary Democracies, London and New York: Continuum, 145-166.

Sixth week

Parties and the state

Katz, Richard S., Peter Mair, 1995. Changing Models of Party Organization and Party Democracy: The Emergence of the Cartel Party. Party Politics 1, 5-28.

Detterbeck, Klaus 2005. Cartel Parties in Western Europe? Party Politics, 11, 2, 173-191.

Seventh week

Political representation 

Strom, Kaare, Wolfgang. C. Müller, Torbjörn Bergman and Benjamin Nyblade 2003. Dimension of Citizen Control. In: Kaare Strom, Wolfgang C. Müller and Torbjörn Bergman (eds.) Delegation and Accountability in Parliamentary Democracies, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 651-706.

Eighth week

The logic of government building

Laver, Michael and Norman Schofield 1992. Multiparty Government: The Politics of Coalition Making in Europe, 89-143.

Maor, Moshe  1998. Parties, Conflicts and Coalitions in Western Europe. London and New York: Routledge, 1-17, 143-154.

Ninth week

Party system institutionalization

Mainwaring, Scott, and Timothy R. Scully.  1995. "Party Systems in Latin America."  In Scott Mainwaring and Timothy R. Scully, eds., Building Democratic Institutions: Party Systems in Latin America, Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1-34.  
Scott Mainwaring and Mariano Torcal 2005. Party System Institutionalization and Party System Theory after the Third Wave of Democratization. Working Papers Online Series, Working Paper 51. Facultad de Derecho, Universidad Autónoma de Madrid, 1-53. 

Tenth week

Parties and Post-Communist Consolidation

Bielasiak, Jack 2005. Party Competition in Emerging Democracies: Representation and Effectiveness in Post-Communism and beyond, Democratization, 331-356.
Lewis, Paul G. 2006. Party Systems in Post-Communist Central Europe: Patterns of Stability and Consolidation, Democratization, 562-583.
Eleventh week

Europeanization

Mair, Peter 2000. The limited impact of Europe on national party systems. In: Klaus H. Goetz and Simon Hix (eds.) Europeanised Politics? European Integration and National Political Systems. Portland, OR: Frank Cass, 27-52
Ladrech, Robert 2002. Europeanisation and Political Parties: Towards a Framework for Analysis. Party Politics 8, 4, 389-403.

Twelfth week

In-door exam and wrapping up. 
