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Fall 2007
Course Description:
The focus of this course is on:
· giving a theoretically based introduction into political systems in general, into European political systems in particular;

· emphasizing the role of political parties and interest groups in Europe.

Basic questions to be answered in different ways during the whole term will be:

· Is there a specific European type of democracy?

· What are the common characteristics of European parties, party families, party systems?

· To which extent have political parties and interest groups a defining role in (for) European politics?

· What is the state of Europeanization within the EU, and what is the impact of Europeanization especially for national politics and political parties?

The course is designed to start with the essentials of European politics – the understanding of democracy, of parliamentary systems, of elections, of parties and interest groups. Based on these essentials, specific political systems will be approached – major (i.e. larger) as well as smaller countries. The phenomenon of political transition and the analysis of the European Union as a political system will be studied at the end of the term.

Requirements:

Students are expected to
· participate actively in all classes. It is necessary to be prepared for each class by reading the specific texts designated to the different weeks.
· give at least one special presentation in class. The presentations (person, topic, time) will be decided at the term’s second week and begin in the third week.
· write a term paper of approx. 5000 words. The topic of the paper should be decided at the end of October, the paper should be delivered at the end of the term.

The students are invited to discuss aspects of their presentations and their papers by coming to my office during office hours and/or communicating via e-mail.  

Schedule (see also the reader):

1. Week 1: Political Systems and the Self-Evidence of Democracy
Almond/Powell: The basics of political systems

Lakin/Lipset: The essentials of democracy
2. Week 2: Parliamentary Systems – the European Concepts
Sodaro: Parliamentary rule vs. presidential rule

Different Articles in Bogdanor, resp. in the Oxford Companion: definitions
3. Week 3: Majoritarian vs. Consensus Democracy
Lijphart: The different models of democracy

Schmidt: The European Union – a specific model of democracy?
4. Week 4: Elections and Electoral Systems

Sodaro: Basic definitions

Lijphart: The consequences of electoral laws
5. Week 5: Political Parties and Party Systems
Duverger: Functions and structures

Sartori: A typology of party system

Volkens/Klingemann: The most recent developments
6. Week 6: Interest Groups and Industrial Policies
Duverger: Functions and structures

Hyman: European trade unions – the case of Italy
7. Week 7: Case Studies: The United Kingdom and France
Basic description and analysis from Kesselman et al.
8. Week 8: Case Studies: Germany and Russia
Basic description and analysis from Kesselman et al.
9. Week 9: Case Studies: Political Transition in Central-Eastern Europe
Linz/Stepan: The concept of transition

McFaul: The post-soviet party system in Russia
10.  Week 10: Case Studies: Smaller European Democracies
Basic description and analysis about the Netherlands and Switzerland, from Steiner/Erdmann
11. Week 11: The European Union and the Dawn of a European Party System

Oudenaren: The EU’s “government”

Bardi: Transnational European parties

