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The aim of this article is to determine the structure and intensity of ethnic minorities’ demands in Ukraine, Georgia, and Moldova. It also seeks to analyze the general policies towards the ethnic minorities in these countries and particularly to reveal the specific state responses towards them. Moreover, I try to construct a general framework of analysis that helps to classify both ethnic minorities’ demands and state responses to them into distinct categories, which are used for determining the cases in which state policies towards minorities and state responses towards minority demands where exclusionary and those in which they were integrative. The results of the article constitute the empirical basis for a consequent research of the presidents’ role in the establishment of state position vis-à-vis minorities’ demands.

The analytical framework of the article is based on four main categories: assimilation, integration, separation and accommodation. Both ethnic minorities’ demands and state policies/responses to them are classified under these categories. A previous assumption is that minorities’ demands will be in line with separation, accommodation, or integration, while state policies/responses towards these demands will fall under one of the accommodation, integration and assimilation categories. This implies that minorities will never seek assimilation and states will never support separation. Hence, a negative state response towards separationist minorities’ demands cannot be treated as “anti-minority” or exclusionary. The main general state policies analyzed are the electoral laws (the electoral systems), the laws on political parties, the laws on language and education, the laws on citizenship and the provisions on the local public administration.  

