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Agricultural Policy in CEE-8 – Europeanisation or Domestic Politics as Usual?

Abstract

The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is a community-wide policy with large financial transfers to member states, but recent analysis illustrates that CAP is becoming ‘less common’
. That is, although the CAP, it does leave room for member states’ domestic concerns by allowing national support for agriculture. Whereas the old EU member states have witnessed converging levels of domestic agricultural support, the domestic support levels in Central and Eastern European EU countries’ (CEE-8
) show a great dispersion. To answer, why this is happening, this research proposal suggests analysing the developments in two phases. First, statistical analysis on structural and political factors of the CEE-8 countries is performed, to gain an understanding of the domestic developments in agricultural support in the Central European region. Then, two comparative case studies, utilising process tracing and social network analysis, will be conducted on Hungary and Czech Republic, and Slovenia and Estonia respectively. The main hypothesis to be studied concerns the interplay between structural factors and relative bargaining powers of the agricultural lobbies versus the governments. That is, where the rural population is high and the agricultural lobby strong, the domestic financial support for agriculture is high. The EU pressures have been translated differently into national practises, but the European Union has not changed the domestic power balance in agricultural policy-making of the CEE-8. 
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