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ABSTRACT
This study focuses on the main features and principles of achieving justice in transitional societies whose recent past was marked by mass, regime-sponsored crimes. The main argument is that such societies and their members are confronted with moral challenges precisely because the mass crimes are not merely tragic events of yesterday but their consequences shape transitional condition to an important extent. I hypothesize that the criminal past cannot be simply eradicated or made irrelevant by a political choice of a new regime to neglect it. As William Faulkner once said: “the past is not dead, it’s not even past.” The puzzle put forth is how to deal with the issues of justice in cases where bystanders are many and there is no perfect justice available, yet the need of perfect justice is there? I will investigate whether bystanders can and should be held morally responsible and whether post criminal societies have a duty independent of transitionally-related requirements, to “work through the past.”   


