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The present paper provides an important contribution to the research of the role of European issue in domestic politics of East European neighboring countries (EENC). It examines the support for and opposition to European integration both at public and political parties levels in EENC and explores the influence of party system characteristics from former Soviet republics on the role played by European issue on party interaction in East European neighboring countries. 
The empirical findings show that there is a degree of congruence between public and party attitudes with regard to European question and public pro- and anti-EU attitudes are represented at party level. European stances at public and party levels are largely explained by ethnic and regional factors, and less by age. Euroskepticism is mainly spread among pro-Russian/CIS voters and parties, as well as among those willing the restoration of the socialist system and even of the USSR, represented merely by elderly people.

Concomitantly, party system characteristics and party interaction in post-Soviet EEN determines the openness of European issue to political maneuvering according to opportunistic party behavior, as well as government/opposition shift of parties.

