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Behaviour and Attitudes: how to Achieve Party Unity inside the European National Parliaments. An East –West Differentiation?

Do parties behave like ‘united’ entities because they have a high level of party programmatic cohesion or because of the systemic or the internal constraints which they encounter? Is the attitudinal homogeneity a prerequisite for the behavioural unity or is it the case that some of the systemic or internal factors affect directly the party unity on the floor overlooking the lack of attitudinal homogeneity? Following these questions, the paper proposes an indirect model of party behavioural unity having attitudinal homogeneity as intervening factor. Behavioural unity is regarded as the conformity in the actions of the party representatives in the Parliament (roll-call votes, factionalism).

The analysis takes into account parliamentary political parties after 1996 in Central Eastern and Western Europe, looking for patterns of achieving party behavioural unity across these regions. The aim is to see if behavioural unity goes hand in hand with attitudinal unity and how the systemic factors (like electoral system, party system, political system type and state structure) and internal factors (like party centralization) affect behavioural unity and attitudinal homogeneity. 

The analysis will reveal the differences, if any, in the level of party unity in Central Eastern and Western Europe and in the ways of achieving it. The direct and indirect determinants of behavioural unity will be identified from these variables together with the implications that arise for the political representation process in the region. 

