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Abstract

This thesis will analyze the impact of Europeanization on the polity
 and politics
 dimensions of the policy making process in Romania. While there is an ongoing debate on the domestic consequences of the EU integration on public policies, the two mentioned aspects of the decision-making were only marginally discussed. This research will develop a series of hypotheses for a new EU member country, Romania, regarding the institutions of the decision-making process and power configuration of national elites. In this vein, a comparison of policy networks on various sectors, affected by a different degree of Europeanization (from hard – institutional compliance, coercion to soft – framing domestic beliefs and expectations, poly-diffusion), will be conducted. To achieve this, social network analysis is the method employed. The comparative quantitative network approach would enable to test the hypotheses formulated and to reach valuable empirical conclusions.                
� By polity I refer to the domestic institutions of the decision-making process.


� By politics dimension I refer to the power configuration and the level of conflict among national actors
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