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Abstract

Studies on the size of party systems have often kept out recently democratizing countries, being exceptional cases without much regularity. When the pattern of party system of development in young democracies is addressed, then two opposing views prevail. The shakedown view expects that after initial disorder in the party system (hyper-fractionalisation) the number of parties declines gradually before reaching common levels. The party dispersion view suggests that after an initial two-bloc competition the number of parties increases. The most important study on party development after authoritarianism (Reich 2004) however comes to the conclusion that the size of a party system is rather stable. I propose a different model that goes beyond linear hypotheses. My model consists of three phases of party development, distinguishing elections during the initial transition to democracy from later elections. I consider the mode of transition as a main explanatory variable for different types of development. Data from 20 young democracies in Central and Eastern Europe, along with Latin American evidence, suggest that we should refuse any hypothesis of a linear development of party system fractionalisation in young democracies.

