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1. The necessity to live with ambivalences

1.1. The lust to intervene into politics – and the need to keep a distance from politics

1.2. The academic trend in our discipline tends to give us more and more knowledge about less and less relevant topics. 

1.3. Our discipline has to be preserved and, if necessary, defended – but new academic “ghettos” are questioning political science’s explicit nature.

1.4. It is necessary to be as open as possible for interdisciplinary research – but it is also necessary to insist on the particular realm of our discipline: politics.

1.5. We have to offer our “good services” to politics and to politicians – like in the case of political consultancy; but at the same time, we have to be careful not to lose our and our discipline’s independence.

1.6. We have to accept the possibility to become involved on political conflicts – not only as citizens, but also as political scientists. But the political engagement is not our direct priority.

2. Basic principles – or independent variables of our discipline

2.1. Political Science has to construct knowledge

2.2. Political Science has to deconstruct beliefs
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3. Shifting aspects – or dependent variables

3.1. The decline of the polity

3.2. The internationalisation of the discipline

3.3. Reducing the role of centres

4. The different structures of Political Science

4.1. Elements of stability

4.2. Elements of volatility

5. Professional demands beyond academia

5.1. Political consultancy

5.2. Journalism

5.3. Education

5.4. Administration

5.5. Diplomacy

5.6. Professional Politics

6. Summary: We did succeed – Did we succeed ?

