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In last several decades advanced industrial societies of Western Europe went through a process of significant socioeconomic change, with deindustrialization, expansion of education and secularization being the most notable trends. As a consequence social structure of western European societies changed quite dramatically, and accordingly, the structure of social cleavages as identified by Lipset and Rokkan changed as well (Kitschelt 1994). Economic and social change produced large service and public sector which made social structure more complex by splitting middle and working class into what Esping Anderson (1993) calls industrial and post-industrial hierarchy, and fully changing the nature of class cleavage. Secularization and the rise of new issues turned religious cleavage into a cleavage over values and center-periphery cleavage either withered away or was institutionalized and therefore made more or less permanent feature of political system in countries like Spain or Belgium. The consequence of these developments was that it became increasingly difficult for established (“frozen”) parties to hold on to previous levels of support. At the same time, social and economic change caused a rise of new political issues changing previously exiting lines of political conflicts and forcing parties to realign their positions and reshape electoral coalitions of social groups supporting them. 
The result of these changes was a more complex political space characterized by a greater fragmentation of social structure where politicizing new lines of division provided opportunities for new competitors, while existing parties were forced to reshape their electoral coalitions in order to hold on to the previously held levels of support. As Kitschelt’s (1994) analysis vividly shows these measures included strategic decisions and faced many parties with support trade-offs. 
Choices available to political actors were determined by the impact of deindustrialization and accompanying trends on social structure. And these were dependent on preexisting factors such as welfare regime and models of capitalism, as well as policies governments used to respond to social and economic change. Huber and Stephens (2001) and Esping Anderson (1990) show that the construction of welfare state also was an exercise in political coalition building with parties of different ideological orientation choosing different paths by implementing policies and shaping coalitions that would enhance their electoral support in the future. In part, response to deindustrialization was also to a large extent shaped by a need to construct viable political coalitions and the emergence of new parties by a failure of the established parties to address all social demands placed in front of them. 
This paper will address the issue of transformation of political cleavages from the model Lipset and Rokkan identified toward a more complex and fragmented form taking place in modern postindustrial societies of Western Europe. The paper will asses to what extent contextual variables such as welfare regimes and models of capitalism, and policies governments used to address the process of deindustrialization affected the development of political alignments and party competition. More specifically, the paper will asses how strong was the interaction between these contextual variables and indicators of socioeconomic position and political attitudes on preferences for various political alternatives. 

As political actions by established and new political actors are crucial elements in the formation of political divisions, the paper will investigate how political parties in different national context reacted to changing social structure and how they used party appeals to build electoral support. To achieve this, the paper will use measures of party policy orientation and policy salience to track what strategies parties used in different national context. 

The paper will use multilevel modeling to track the interaction between contextual and individual level variables. The model will also include measures of partisan policies and policy salience to asses the impact of politicization strategies used by parties. The analysis will cover several time points in the 1980s and 1990s and 2000s and will rely on data coming from Eurobarometer survey between 1986 and 1995 and European Social Survey for the period after 2000. 
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