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This course will investigate the nature of Jewish identity in Central Europe from the late eighteenth century, when the Habsburg authorities first urged Jews to obtain modern, secular, German education, through the  middle of the twentieth century.  Creating a modern Jewish identity in this region was complicated by the nationality conflicts in the Habsburg Monarchy, by the problems of the new nation states in the inter-war period, by the  pervasive antisemitism of many of the national movements, and by the persistence of large numbers of Jews who resisted modernization altogether.   The course will focus on those Jews who adopted German, Czech, Magyar, and Polish culture in the late Habsburg Monarchy and in inter-war Czechoslovakia, Poland, and Hungary.  It will explore the relationship of these Jews to the national movements and to the nations those movements created, and how the Jews balanced their cultural, national, and Jewish loyalties.   It will also look at the creation of new Jewish ideologies like Zionism and Jewish nationalism as well as the persistence of traditional, religious Jewish culture.

Grades will be based on: Class Participation: 25%

     Oral Report: 25%

     Term Paper (15 pages): 50%

Class 1 
Introduction: The Problems of Studying the Jews of the Habsburg Monarchy and
Its Successor States
Class 2 
Between Czechs and Germans: Jews in Bohemia and Moravia, I
Hillel Kieval, Languages of Community: The Jewish Experience in the Czech Lands, pp. 1-94

Class 3 
Between Czechs and Germans: Jews in Bohemia and Moravia, II
Hillel Kieval, The Making of Czech Jewry: National Conflict and Jewish Society in Bohemia, 1870-1918, pp. 3-93

Gary Cohen, “Jews in German Society: Prague, 1860-1914,” in Jews and Germans: The Problematic Symbiosis, David Bronsen, ed., pp. 306-337

Chapter on Grete Fischer in Women of Prague: Ethnic Diversity and Social Change from the Eighteenth Century to the Present, Wilma A. Iggers, ed., pp. 226-246

Class 4 
Magyarization in Hungary
Victor Karady, “Religious Divisions, Socio-Economic Stratification and the Modernization of Hungarian Jewry after the Emancipation,” in Jews in the Hungarian Economy, 1760-1945, Michael Silber, ed., pp. 161-184

Michael K. Silber, “The Entrance of Jews into Hungarian Society in Vormärz: The Case of the ‘Casinos,” in Assimilation and Community: The Jews in Nineteenth-Century Europe, Jonathan Frankel and Steven J. Zipperstein, eds., pp. 284-323

Class 5 
Religion vs. Modernity in Hungary
Jacob Katz, A House Divided: Orthodoxy and Schism in Nineteenth-Century Central European Jewry, pp. 31-85, 137-165, 217-233

Class 6 
The Case of Vienna
Robert Wistrich, The Jews of Vienna in the Age of Franz Joseph, pp. 131-163

Marsha Rozenblit, The Jews of Vienna, 1867-1914: Assimilation and Identity, pp. 1-12, 71-98

Class 7 
Jews, Poles, and Ukrainians in Galicia
Piotr Wróbel, “The Jews of Galicia under Austrian-Polish Rule, 1869-1918,” 


Austrian History Yearbook 25 (1994), pp. 97-138

John-Paul Himka, “Dimensions of a Triangle: Polish-Ukrainian-Jewish Relations in Austrian Galicia,” Polin 12 (1999), pp. 25-48

Joshua Shanes, “Neither Germans nor Poles: Jewish Nationalism in Galicia before Herzl, 1883-1897,” Austrian History Yearbook 34 (2003), pp. 191-213.

Class 8

Jews as Germans?  The Meaning of Habsburg Loyalty for Habsburg Jews
Marsha Rozenblit, Reconstructing a National Identity: The Jews of Habsburg Austria during World War I, pp. 3-38

Steven Beller, “Patriotism and the National Identity of Habsburg Jewry, 1860-1914,” Leo Baeck Institute Yearbook 41 (1996), pp. 215-238

Class 9 
World War I and the Collapse of Austria-Hungary 
Marsha Rozenblit, Reconstructing a National Identity: The Jews of Habsburg Austria during World War I, pp. 39-58, 106-161

Class 10 
Interwar Czechoslovakia
Ezra Mendelssohn, The Jews of East Central Europe between the World Wars, pp. 1-8, 130-169

Class 11 
Interwar Hungary
Ezra Mendelssohn, The Jews of East Central Europe between the World Wars, pp. 84-128

Class 12 
Interwar Poland
Ezra Mendelssohn, The Jews of East Central Europe between the World Wars, pp. 11-83

Norman Davies, “Ethnic Diversity in Twentieth-Century Poland,” in From Shtetl to Socialism: Studies from Polin, Anthony Polonsky, ed., pp. 235-250

Yisrael Gutman, “Polish Antisemitism between the Wars: An Overview,” in The Jews of Poland between Two World Wars, pp. 97-108

Autobiography of Ludwik Stöckel in Awakening Lives: Autobiographies of Jewish Youth in Poland before the Holocaust, Jeffrey Shandler, ed., pp. 141-196
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