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NATI 5540 - The Emergence of Zionism

Zionism, in its various forms, set out to transform the Jewish people by creating a territorial homeland for a dispersed minority, by replacing (or supplementing) a religious-ethnic identity with a national one.  Though influenced by other nineteenth-century national movements, Zionism differed in several key respects.  The Jews lacked not only a common language and land, but, arguably, even a common history.  As the Jews were gradually emancipated throughout Western Europe, they often repudiated all ‘national’ elements of Judaism, preferring to view other Jews as ‘coreligionists’ and other Frenchmen, Germans, etc. as fellow countrymen.  

Zionism emerged, in large part, as a response to the failed promises of emancipation.  As faith in full emancipation and social acceptance was belied by a resurgence of pogroms, the emergence of modern anti-Semitism, and the rise of nationalist movements, some European Jews began to reevaluate the Enlightenment view that the Jews could become full and equal members of society after a process of moral, religious and occupational ‘regeneration.’  

This course will explore the wide range of responses to this crisis through an examination of selected Zionist thinkers and their writings.  Beginning with the Zionist "precursors" of the mid-nineteenth century, the course will analyze seminal texts that reflect the basic diversity of the Zionist idea up until the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948.  These texts provide not only dissenting critiques of the Jewish plight in the diaspora, but

also shed light on the competing conceptualizations of the Jewish future.  The Zionist thinkers envisioned Zion as a purely political entity, as a Jewish state grounded in socialist ideas, as a site for the regeneration of the Jewish people, as the cultural center for Diaspora Jewry, as the locus of messianic redemption.  

Course Requirements: 

Regular attendance and participation 

One in-class presentation

One term paper (12-15 pages)

Syllabus
Week 1 

Introduction: Enlightenment, Emancipation and the Jewish Question

Week 2
“Precursors” to Zionism I: Y. Alkalai and Z.H. Kalischer

Laqueur, pp. 3-55; Avineri, pp. 47-55

Rabbi Yehuda Alkalai, “The Third Redemption”

Rabbi Zvi Hirsch Kalischer, “Seeking Zion”

Week 3
“Precursors” to Zionism II: Moses Hess


Isaiah Berlin, “The Life and Opinions of Moses Hess”

Moses Hess, Rome and Jerusalem

Week 4
Leo Pinsker and the Crisis of Assimilation



Laqueur, pp. 56-83; Avineri, pp. 73-82

Leo Pinsker, Auto-Emancipation

Week 5
Theordor Herzl and Political Zionism I: The Jewish State 

Laqueur, pp. 84-135

Theodor Herzl, The Jewish State

Week 6
Theodor Herzl and Political Zionism II: Old-New Land 

Theodor Herzl, Old-New Land

Week 7


Achad Ha-Am and Cultural Zionism




Laqueur, pp. 136-170; Avineri, pp. 112-124

Ahad Ha-Am, “The Law of the Heart”; “Flesh and Spirit”; “On Nationalism and Religion”;

“The Negation of the Diaspora”; “The Wrong Way”; “Slavery in Freedom”; “The Jewish State and the Jewish Problem”

Week 8



Religious Zionism






Laqueur, pp. 171-205; Avineri, pp. 187-197

Rabbi Samuel Mohilever, “Message to the First Zionist Congress”

Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook, “The Land of Israel;” “The War”; “The Rebirth of Israel”; “Lights for Rebirth”

Week 9

Labor Zionism and Marxist Zionism

Laqueur, pp. 270-337; Avineri, pp. 139-158

Ber Borochov, “The National Question and the Class Struggle”; “Our Platform”

Week 10

Vladimir Jabotinsky and Revisionist Zionism

Laqueur, pp. 338-383

Vladimir Jabotinsky, “Emdee”; “Evidence Submitted to the Palestine Royal Commission”

Week 11

Zionism and its Critics 


Laqueur, pp. 384-416; Ravitzky, “Munkács and Jerusalem”

Protestrabbiner, “Protest Against Zionism”

Rabbi Zadok Hacohen Rabbinowitz, “The Zionists Are Not Our Saviors”

Rabbi Sholem Dov Ber Schneerson, “On the Zionists, Zionism and the State”

Week 12



Berit Shalom: Zionism and the Arab Question

Laqueur, pp. 209-269

Judah Leon Magnes, “Like All the Nations”

Martin Buber, “The Jew in the World”; “From an Open Letter to Mahatma Gandhi”; “Nationalism”; “Zionism and Nationalism”; “The National Home and National Policy in Palestine”

