Michael Brenner

Modern Jewish Historiography

Syllabus

This course wants to introduce the major texts and debates in Jewish history writing during the 19th and 20th centuries. We will start with a discussion of some relevant texts of 19th century German-Jewish scholars like Leopold Zunz, Isaac Marcus Jost and Heinrich Graetz, then turn to Eastern Europe and review Simon Dubnow's work. In the 20th century Zionist critics like Gershom Scholem, Itzchak Baer and Benzion Dinur challenged the traditional Wissenschaft des Judentums ideology. While they accused their forerunners of apologetics, they created themselves a Palestinocentric worldview. On the other side of the Atlantic, meanwhile Salo Baron drew a more friendly picture of Jewish existence in the diaspora. We will end with a discussion of modern Jewish historical writings by Yosef Hayim Yerushalmi and Amos Funkenstein and some insights into contemporary debates about "Post-Zionist" Israeli historiography and the place of the Shoah in Jewish history. 

I Jewish Historiography: A Chronological Development

27/2
From Memory to History: Traditional Jewish History Writing

Part 1

S: 78-82, 91-102

L: Yerushalmi, chapters 1-2

28/2
The Birth of Modern Jewish Historiography: Wissenschaft des Judentums

S: 110-114, 141-155

L: Yerushalmi, chapters 3-4

1/3
Heinrich Graetz: The First Monumental Jewish History

S: 217-246

L: Schorsch, From Text to Context (essay on Graetz)

4/3
Towards a Sociological Approach: Simon Dubnow and the East European Perspective

S: 247-272

L: Jonathan Frankel on Simon Dubnow (copy)

5/3
Zionist Beginnings: Palestinocentric Views of Jewish History

S: 273-298

L: Myers, Re-Inventing the Jewish Past

8/3
A Comfortable Exile? Salo Baron and American Jewish History Writing

Salo W: Baron: Ghetto and Emancipation)

L: Liberles, Salo Wittmayer Baron

II Topics of Jewish History Writing

11/3
Part 1: Jewish History and General History

Toynbee, Arnold J.: The Relativity of Interpretation of Jewish History. In: Reconsiderations. Oxford, London, New York, Toronto pp. 477-483.


Part 2: Israel and Diaspora

  Rawidowicz, Simon: Jerusalem and Babylon. In: State of Israel, Diaspora and Jewish Community. Essays on the ‚Ever-Dying People‘. Edited by Benjamin C. I. Ravid. With a Foreword by Michael A. Meyer. Hanover, London 1998, pp. 229-239.

 Galchinsky, Michael: Scattered Seeds. A Dialogue of Diasporas. In: Biale, David/Michael Galchinsky, and Susannah Heschel (eds.): Insider/Outsider: American Jews and Multiculturalism. Berkeley 1998, pp. 185-211.

12/3
Part 1: „New Historians“: The Struggle over Israeli History

special issue of History and Memory (Penslar: Innovation and Revisionism…)


Part 2 Evaluation and Re-Evaluation

Scholem, Gershom: Wissenschaft des Judentums Then and Now

Heschel, Susannah: Jewish Studies as Counterhistory. In: Biale, David/Michael Galchinsky, and Susannah Heschel (eds.): Insider/Outsider: American Jews and Multiculturalism. Berkeley 1998, pp. 101-115.
Readings include one source (S) and one text of secondary literture (L). Page numbers of sources are taken from Michael Meyer, Ideas of Jewish History, if not indicated otherwise.

The following 2 books are essential for preparation and participation:

Yerushalmi, Yosef H.: Zakhor: Jewish History and Jewish Memory, New York 1982 

Meyer, Michael: Ideas of Jewish History, New York 1974. (This is the source reader we will use in class)

Further Readings:

Liberles, Robert: Salo Wittmayer Baron: Architect of Jewish History,  New York 1995.

Myers, David: Re-Inventing the Jewish Past: European Jewish Intellectuals and the Zionist Return to History. Oxford 1995. 

Schorsch, Ismar: From Text to Context.

History and Memory, special issue on Israeli historiography (vol. 7/1, 1995)

