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The events of the next six months in the Western-Balkans will be decisive
for the future of the EU. Preservation of the stability in the region will put
the cohesion of the integration to the test as well. The challenges facing

the EU today in the region are numerous, and most importantly include a
resolution of Kosovo’s status; accelerating the signing of Stabilisation and
Association Agreements where scheduled; and strengthening the com-
mitment to reforms in all candidate and potential candidate countries. All
the while, in the face of such challenges, the EU needs to stand firm and
united.



PROGRAM

February 22

9:30 a.m. Welcome (Auditorium)
Péter BALAZS o CENS, Director
Michael EHRKE e Director, Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, Budapest

Opening Address
Kinga GONCZ e Minister of Foreign Affairs, Hungary

Keynote addresses
Angelika SCHWALL-DUREN e Deputy Faction Leader, SPD,
Germany

Coffee break

10:30 a.m. Section I (Popper Room)
EU Accession Perspectives of the Western-Balkan Countries
— Enlargement as seen from outside the EU

Chair: Istvan SZENT-IVANYI e Member of the European
Parliament

Ana-Maria BOROMISA e Institute for International Relations,
Croatia: “The Balkan Dimension”

Haris ABASPAHIC e ACIPS Center for Policy Research, Bosnia
Herzegovina: "Recent Political Developments in BiH in the
Context of EU Integration"

Slobodan CHASHULE e Former Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Macedonia: “Macedonia and the EU: reintegration of Europe,
not enlargement!”

Albert RAKIPI e Director, Albanian Institute for Internatinal

Studies: “State Building and EU Integration: A View from
Albania”

Lunch

1:30 p.m Section Il (Popper Room)
Impacts of Potential Enlargements

Chair: Albert RAKIPI e Albanian Institute for International
Studies

Vladimir GLIGOROV e Vienna Institute for International
Economic Studies

Stefan MESSMAN e Head of Department, Central European
University : “Criminality and Justice - Case of Serbia”

Sandor RICHTER e Vienna Institute for International
Economic Studies: “Financial Implications of Further
Enlargements”

Jiri KALASNIKOV e Stability Pact, Director of Working
Table III: “Regional Cooperation in the Western-Balkans”
Leon MARC e Head of South-East European Division,
MFA, Slovenia: "Western-Balkans and the Slovenian EU
Presidency"

Coffee break

4:00 p.m. Section Il (Popper Room)
Enlargement and New Member States — The New
Pespectives

Chair: Jiri KALASNIKOV e Stability Pact, WT Il

Péter GYORKOS e Ambassador of Hungary in Croatia:
“Specificities and Perspectives of the Wester-Balkan
Enlargement”

Csaba TABAJDI e Member of the European Parliament:
“Views from the European Parliament”

Vlado DIMOVSKI e University of Ljubljana: “Experiences of a
New Member State”

Vessela TCHERNEVA e Center for Liberal Strategies, Bulgaria:
“The Enlarged EU's New Credibility”

February 23

9:30 Section IV (Popper Room)
The Future of Kosovo

Chair: Péter Balazs, CEU

Dusan RELJIC e German Institute for International and
Security Affairs: “Kosovo’s Altered Condition and the Stability
of South-East Europe”

Leon MALAZOGU e Kosovo Institute for Policy Research
and Analysis: “The Challenges of Implementing the Ahtisaari
Package and the Nation-Building of Kosovo”

Istvan GYARMATI e International Center for Democratic
Transition: “Global and Security Aspects”

Andras DEAK e Hungarian Institute of International Affairs:
“Kosovo and Russia”



